By ANNA SUSSMAN

WWhy Go Mow

Alter gotting u green ligi in Duumu ber o
pegsiate eotry mio the Europaan Undon,
Turk=y I8 buzzing with change. Turkey has
redivardad its carrency as (he new lira,
openod o Bew modern nrt musenm nad Is
feetfing a new burst of confidence. Shakeups
A the palitkeal level hove lod (o o merged
Minkstry of Colture and Tourism and larger

bisdzeds for the nros, o nove designed (o
sl Turkey's culiursl le into the inter-
national WS, sven as grubs hend-

T s bis haaman rights reforma.

The niew [szanbid Museam of Modarn Art
wikes on pnmtstakniie stotement nboat 1s-
it s self-porcoption os o major cullural
capital The gravel couriyard and ware-
honss-ile sxtoior oro remindscont of P.S, )
i Lemg bsband Chy, Oueens, and the interior
— with its industrial feal and long, uores-
cuntly Hphtod hallways lined with amgply
spaced pninting= — brings w mind the Pom-
pldon Center In Puaris,

The Hvedy cafe culture in the artuy Beyo-
glu district rellects this renewod energy.
Baoyvazln wies a revowned Intellectual coney
in the 1660°s and 70°s, and, despite n period
of desclinee, the nairrow sirests again resom-
ke thve Beyoglu of 350 years ago, which the

Phemarrogte by Vursy Liwtrnan fe Thes D iew Verk Times

Dining on the tevrace at Hotal Ansnon
Gialava, near the ISth-century tower,

coditonpormey traved wilter Eviiyn Celebi
rsar i as a place whers “the word guba.
vk, ernptodion, s most par tiendacty opplicd
. - - hecmnse there nl kKinds of playing and
dancing boys, mimides nid fools, flock to-
gr!;,élhernnﬂddlﬂlt thenrslves day and
irkghL”

Whers to Stay

Ty rumeing ttve names of horels through &
sanrch engine before you hook ; some travel
agmwies’ Wab sites offer lower rotes fhmn
rhose quoted bedow, In winter, prices cin
irog: by as much &= 50

Filie directars, actorsand writers thrive

s the rundown, eccentric almosphere of e

& Buyuk Londrs Hotel, with (s thread-
baire wisse-resd carpeting m old erystal
chendeliers n the lobby. The hotel, st Mes-
ruthyed Caddes| 117, (S-312) 245 0670 or (990-
2120 293 1610, haw recently redone songe of
s roorms with water views and added such
pmenittes s telovisions mod pir-copdition-
g and s hilling (hem a8 "special rooms™
The owner lias nn interesting collection of
itiqguie radios. Specin] rooms are $82 to
FI05. i §1.37 to the enre: akd rooms nre
sonetises disconnted 10 341 1o 555,

Up the streel, of Mesratiyed Caddesl 130,

(3 Ansen |50 Soltes,; (=232 246 8808,
www. siiseisulie.cni, 15 6 vew boullque bo-
el B o ormace, erenmy bullding thiat dofes
bach o Oltoman Umes. 1t has 10 sulles, each
bigges than many Masholian one-bediooms

, furmished in gless, stee] nnd sleek wood,
:mtlequmd with wireleg [niomat Access
noed ol kivelen, foer

GOING T0

[stanbul

Muast of the rooms &t the charming &
Anvon Galata, Buyukbendek Caddesi 11,
(90-212) 282 2341, www.anemonhoiels.com,
have o view of either the 15ib-contury Galn-
ta Tower ot the Bosporus. Rooms al the
ends of the fioor have fine viows, but if you
don't 2ot one of those, spend some Umo in

A pan of baklova ol Gulluoglu near the
lstanbul Modern Museum,

the restnuriut on (he top foor. TS (oor-ice-
ceiling windows offer a spectacular panurn:
mit. Doubles for §215 o night

Un the Aslan side of the Bosporus, the bew
& Ajinhotel, Cubukly Caddest 27, (90.216)
413 0300, www.a)lahotel com, brings slegant
nvodern desizn to = sleepy litthe fishing vil-
Inge. The 19 rooms and § suites n the re-
stoved mms=ion are tucked behind the coast-
al road, with a dising room and lermces
perched on the waler, The lixury comes al o
price: dembies begin at §341, ples iax and
Ireakinst.

Where to Eat

Just up the hill from Taksio Square in
Harbiye is @ Lofy, located in the Istanbul
Convention and Exthibition Center, (00-212)
219 6384 or (=217 210 4388, on the Web nt
www ioscorg/ rumelimaed him. The Midi-
terranean culsine is Mawless and the service
impeccable; the imenu includes excellent
seafood pancnkes, tender (et mignon, nmd
homemnde gont cheese ravioll, Dinner for
two, with wine, about $140.

The pew cafe af the Istanbal Moderm mu-
seum @ overlooking the Bosporus is oper-
nted by the of Loft. Elements of
ihe Loft menu have made the move, bul the
excelient service and palnstaking care in
e kitehen ssom to inve been lost along e
wity. Spooufuls of the Turkish baked rice

pudcing uver rice, will ease thought= ol the

Torgetiul waiter from yoar mind. Looch for
wo, $35.

Or, save new tra (o pew lim ks o
mvitiion obd e gt o qoick Dite ol @
Gulluoghy, Mumhsne Caddest 171, (90-212)
44D 9650 In Harnkoy, a few hiocks from the
Modern 11" known Yor the beé<t pastry in |5

Touriste and local people eat seafood
near the fish beanar in Beyoglu,

tanbil, md & superior su boreks, & [rsagne
withoul meat and sance, made [rom sheets
of pasta luyeresd with cheese nnd covere)
with a pastry erust (52). Eaf Inside al

the ireestanding counter to get a glimpse of

big-batlisd Turkish men attempting to
stretch their mouths wide enough for the
Inrge diamonds of rich Sweet

uslathomnbly
beklava to pass through whole. A plato of as-
sortad pastry goes for around $4,
Bock in Boyogin, @ Helvetla Lokanta,
rmvmmnmmmu
the perfect nelghborbood restaurant. The
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small opon kitchen takes up about o third ol
tmmwmwmmu
oceuped by hipsters OKAN'S

cooling. The small, handwritven mesm of
Tmmuhmthﬂrmm
for two, S25.

What to Do During the Day

Istanbul's maio attraction has niways
"‘“..m"‘mmm e s ParanOt:
i
of the Rich ond Fa-
m‘mmmm iy
Topkapi Patace (90-212) 512 0480, on the
Web at www.eebilkonledu tr/ -history/

mﬂmmm
mindd-bogxling
Admission (o the Palace, with treasary
rooms, 15 817 st L35 new lira to the dollar, or
$8,10 without. Open daily excopt Tuesday.
Cross back over the bridge to Beyogla,
where newar-fangiod diverstons awall. Tho
new @ Istanbul Modermn mussm, Meclis-|

Mebusan Cnddesi Liman Sabasi Antrepo 4,
(00-212) 334 T30, on the Web ot www
mmhnm@ﬁm:.ﬁg.

shows the work ol
ond emerging Turkish nroists,
withastrong ' show on the bt~
tom floar, Adnsission is 5357,

Folix and enjoy @ Simdi, Asmall Mes-
cit 9, (D0-217) 952 5443, the platonic jdoal of a
cafe, with its comifly chnirs, high cellings,

o brilliant sslection of magazines rmoging
from Wallpaper™ to New Africa Or [nhale
the 1830's Art Houvesu stmosplsera of &

Markiz 062 Istiglal Caddesi, (98-112) 245,
s34, over o capof snhiop (31.65), a creamy
winites drink mmsde from wild onchild mol
and sprinkied with clnnanon, belore amnerg-
g back onto he streel.

What to Do at Night

polliicized Turkish hip-hop to live jazz and
Turkish folk mosie. Winding over to &
Nardis, Golats Kulesi Solak 14 (00-217) 244




